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Chatfield School Board Approves November School Bond Referendum 

 

At its August 15 meeting, the Chatfield School Board unanimously approved a resolution to place one 

question on the November ballot for a $10.8 million bond levy. The levy would pay for maintenance and 

renovation at Chatfield High School.  

 

Much of the high school is nearly 60 years old.  Maintenance and update needs aren’t going away and 

will be increasingly expensive as time goes on.  Our community helped us build the school.  We have a 

responsibility to maintain it as well as provide an effective and current learning environment for our 

students.  The district proposes to address various maintenance issues and remodel/repurpose/create 

spaces to bring the high school up to current standards. 

 

In 2015, two bond referendum questions, one for $19.75 million and one for $3 million were not 

approved by voters.  This lead to careful consideration by the School Board of how to further match 

school facility needs with community opinions.  The District listened to our community and will continue 

to do so.  We conducted two community opinion surveys and clearly heard that community members 

want us to focus our investment on maintenance and educational spaces.  Surveys were mailed to all 

district residents in March and July. Responses rates were excellent at 35 percent and 22 percent, 

respectively, which indicate an interested and engaged community.  The price point of the current 

proposal ($10.8 million) reflects what the survey respondents felt they could support. 

 

The 2016 proposal is a less expensive version of the November 2015 which includes the following key 

components. 

1. Various maintenance projects (roofs, doors, windows, lockers, ceilings, lights, masonry repair, 

and boiler refurbishment) 

2. Updates for general classrooms (ceilings, lights, cabinetry, flooring where needed) 

3. Renovated science classrooms, media center, and large group classroom 

4. New square footage for STEM labs/classrooms (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) as 

well as technical education and agricultural science 

5. Renovated kitchen/commons area 

6. Updates to main entry, commons entry, and gymnasium 

7. Repurposing of the stage and existing technical education area(s) 

 

The tax impact of the 2016 proposal is roughly 74% less than the $19.7 million question from 2015 due 

to the following. 



1. The additional gym, expanded commons and related site work from the 2015 proposal have 

been removed as well as a few other building modifications that were able to be taken out 

without derailing the core aims of the plan (maintenance and updating educational spaces). 

2. Financing costs are lower due to interest rates that have continued to fall since last year (2015 

plan).  When the current plan was conceived rates were at a 50-year low. 

3. Some building maintenance work can now be paid for by a new state program rather than local 

taxpayers. 

 

 

Additionally, this past spring we were able to refinance the elementary school bond (2008) at an 

extraordinary rate which produced a savings over the remaining term of the bond of $2.6 million.  This 

translates into a savings for property owners on their overall school levy which is good for taxpayers and 

something we hope will increase support for the proposed high school project and further bolster the 

community’s confidence in our stewardship of public funds. 

 

We are very fortunate to be able to take advantage of the historically low interest rates and new state 

funding to lower the cost of the work that is needed.  We’re excited about the possibility of bringing the 

high school up to par with area schools and getting the word out about this new proposal that we feel is 

a very responsible request of our taxpayers. 

 

More information will soon be available at http://chatfield.k12.mn.us. If you have questions, please 

contact me at eharris@chatfield.k12.mn.us or 507-867-7110. 

http://chatfield.k12.mn.us/

